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by its success, and we’re glad to have them
home.

And let me just make one plug to—I know
that I’m preaching to the saved here, but I
want to make one plug for the space program.
You see all of our friends and allies from Japan
here celebrating their participation in the per-
son—where is he?—of Mr. Wakata. We thank
him.

Our space program is an important part of
our partnership for world peace. It is an impor-
tant part of how we relate to and work with
the Japanese, the Russians, and others in build-
ing a more cooperative, safer world for the 21st
century. Our space program is also an important
part of research we do in trying to solve medical

mysteries and environmental mysteries. NASA
has been a major, major force in helping us
to figure out ways to save our planet Earth
as we accommodate more population growth
and more economic growth. So I ask all of you,
remain steadfast in your support for America’s
investment in space and in our future together
with our friends and allies throughout the world.

Thank you. God bless you.
Welcome home, gentlemen. Job well done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at Elling-
ton Field. In his remarks, he referred to Japanese
astronaut Koichi Wakata. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the 100th Birthday of George Burns
January 20, 1996

Hillary and I extend our warmest wishes for
a wonderful birthday to one of the most talented
entertainers of our time. George Burns’ knowing
smile and dry wit have touched the hearts and
funny bones of three generations. His impec-

cable timing breathed life into the mundane,
and his clever humor crystallized many ageless
skits. His youthful attitude, now a century old,
continues to inspire us today. We send him all
our best on this happy occasion.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Foreign Minister
Ehud Barak of Israel
January 22, 1996

State of the Union Address

Q. Is your State of the Union all ready, Mr.
President?

The President. Just about ready.
Q. Some people are expecting a campaign-

style speech.
The President. I don’t think so. What I’m

going to say tomorrow night is that the state
of the Union is strong but it can be stronger,
that I am absolutely confident and optimistic
about our ability to meet the challenges that
our country faces. And I’m going to say what
I think they are and what I believe we should
all do about them.

Q. Are you going to reach out to the Repub-
licans to try and get things done?

The President. Absolutely. I did last year, and
I will again. I think, you know, we have dif-
ferences, but we should attempt to resolve those
differences. And we should attempt, where we
can’t resolve them, to set them aside and do
what we can do. Remember, throughout our
history, the system that the framers of the Con-
stitution set up demands honorable, principled
compromise.

Public Debt
Q. Did Dick Armey’s comments concern you?
The President. Well, I don’t think we should

default on the debt. I think that would be a
terrible mistake. It’s an unacceptable thing for
a great nation to do, and we’ve never done
it.
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